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Paka Mdogo

Little Cat

H. S. Toshack

Teaching and Learning Resources
Student Copy (Condensed)
Student Copy (condensed)
Chapter One: Safi (The Clean Dog) 

Page by Page (Strand 7 – Understand and interpret texts):

	Page
	Task

	1
	Which of the following words means the same as ‘indolent’? (Choose one.)

a) stupid

b) lazy

c) friendly

d) slow-moving

	2
	Why does Safi never chase Sheena? (Give more than one reason if you can.

	3
	Why does Sheena walk along the path ‘watchfully’? (Choose one.)

a) Because it’s hot.
b) Because she needs to check that this place is safe.
c) Because she’s afraid of getting lost.
d) Because she’s afraid there’ll be children around who may pick her up and squeeze her.


Possibly new vocabulary (in the order in which it appears):

compound
Ridgeback
Questions on the illustrations:

For all the illustrations, you can imagine ‘speech bubbles’ coming from the animals’ mouths. Write down something short you think each animal might be saying (not part of their actual dialogue, but something you yourself have thought up).
	Page
	Task

	2
	How can we tell from Safi’s appearance that he has no intention of chasing Sheena?


Student writing:

	Task

	Imagine you are walking bare-foot along a gravel pathway. Describe what it is like to do that.


Chapter Two: Kenge (The Monitor Lizard)
Page by Page (Strand 7 – Understand and interpret texts):
	Page
	Task

	4
	The children who go to this school are different from each other in some ways. In what ways are they the same?

	5
	Why is ‘scuttering’ an effective word to de​scribe the noise the gravel makes when Sheena sets off running?

	6


	On Page 5 Sheena decides to investigate the movement in the undergrowth because she thinks it may have been made by something worth chasing, and she is bored. On the other hand she hopes that she won’t have to chase whatever has moved, because it is a very hot day.

    This is an example of antithesis (pronounced ‘an-tith-ess-is’). It means that two things are in balance against each other – ‘on the one hand …on the other hand…’

a) Find other examples of antithesis on Page 6.

b) Compose a sentence of your own which begins ‘On the one hand…’ and continues, ‘on the other hand…’

	7
	What is dangerous about one of the pointed ends of the ‘blotchy sausage’?

	8

	Do you think it was a good idea of Thomas’s to identify his homework by putting a tongue-print on it instead of his name?

a) It was a good idea because…

b) It was a bad idea because…

	9
	Which two of the following surprises Sheena on this page? 

a) The fact that the lizard knows she is there.

b) The lizard’s sudden movement.

c) The fact that she understands what the lizard is saying. 

d) The lizard’s friendliness.

	10
	What evidence is there on this page that the lizard is being friendly toward Sheena? (Give as many answers as you can.)

	11
	What sort of ‘agreement’ do you think teachers and students could come to, so that they don’t have to work so hard?

	12
	What lie might Sheena have been tempted to tell ‘in order to be more interesting’?

	13
	Explain, as fully as you can, why it’s unlikely that the cat and the lizard will begin to fight.

	14
	Do you think the lizard is a good story-teller? Base your answer on his account of how he came to be here (from ‘It was an accsident’ on this page as far as ‘here I am’ on the next page) and give as many reasons as you can.

	15
	Why do you think Kenge smiled ‘thinly’?

	16

	In the last complete paragraph on the page (beginning, ‘He told stories’) there are more examples of words that make the same sound as the noise they are describing (‘growls and giggles’, and so on). 

a) Speak them aloud, exaggerating the sound they make.

b) Do you notice anything else about the sound of the words in that list?

	17
	Kenge speaks the place-names with ‘relish’. Think about that word and where you have come across it before. What does it suggest about Kenge’s feelings as he talks about life up North?

	18
	Why would Kenge prefer an empty truck to travel back North in?

	19
	Which one of the following is NOT a reason why Kenge steps forward ‘carefully’? 

a) Because the millipede is poisonous.
b) So that he will be close to the millipede when it passes by.
c) Because he does not want to frighten the millipede away.

d) Because he seems to do everything carefully.

	20

	Read again the description of the ‘bigger monster’ on this page, and the description of the ‘very different’ Sheena on Page 21. If you were a very small animal (say a mouse), which of these two new creatures would you find more terrifying? Why?

	21
	We have just been told that Kenge is embarrassed. What evidence can you find on this page that shows he is embarrassed?


Whole Chapter (Other Strands):

	Strands
	Task

	1. Speaking

2. Listening and responding


	Most of the questions Sheena and Kenge ask each other are simply designed to get information. Some, however, are being used to do other things as well. Find those questions. Ask them aloud of a partner and discuss what the questioner is trying to do in each case (as well as find something out). Once you have decided, ask them again, trying to express their extra purposes in the tone of your voice. (Take turns at this.)

	1. Speaking
	Suppose you met Kenge in your garden at home. What questions would you ask him?

	3. Group discussion, interac​tion
	a) In what ways is your school a happy one?

b) What changes might make it even happier?

	6. Word structure and spelling


	a) Can you remember the ‘C’ words that have been used to describe Sheena so far? 

b) Think of some more ‘C’ words to describe cats. Make a note of them, and decide which, as the story moves on, are true of Sheena.

c) Learn how to spell them.

	6. Word structure and spelling

	a) The singular of ‘geckoes’ (Page 9) is ‘gecko’. What spelling rule has been used to create the plural? 

b) Can you find another example, on this page, of the same rule being applied?

c) Can you think of other words that follow the same rule?

d) Can you think of any words ending in ‘o’ that follow a different rule?

	6. Word structure and spelling
	Why do you think several words in the last paragraph on Page 13 (beginning, ‘Truth to tell…’) are in italics?

	8. Engage with, respond to texts
	‘Maybe there were other things to learn about chasing than just how to do it,’ Sheena thinks to herself on Page 18. What other things might she have to learn, do you think?

	8. Engage with, respond to texts
	What in this chapter makes you want to read more of the book? Compare the chapter with the opening chapters of other books you have enjoyed.

	8. Engage with, respond to texts
	Have you read any other books that begin in one place but then quickly move to another, very different, one? How did the authors of those books establish the contrasts between the two settings (places where the stories happen)? How does this author do that?

	9. Creating and shaping texts
	Note how the ‘C’ words help to draw this chapter (and, later, the whole story) together.

	9. Creating and shaping texts
	In this chapter, Sheena just goes for a walk on a Sunday morning and suddenly finds herself face to face with a nasty-looking creature; and Kenge tells the story of how he was just eating some melons and things went badly wrong for him.
Write a short story of your own about doing something that seemed to be safe but that suddenly became dangerous. Begin, ‘I was just….’

	10. Text structure and organisation

12. Presentation
	We saw why several words on Page 13 were in italics (for emphasis). Can you suggest why some whole paragraphs on the first six pages of the story are also in italics?

	11. Sentence structure, punctuation 

	‘Here the lizard looked at Sheena keenly, and at the same time kindly, as if he felt she needed, and deserved, some good advice’ (Page 17).

a) Look at the shape of that sentence. What is interesting, and effective, about it?

b) Write a four-part sentence of your own (about anything you like) in which there is the same cross-over.


Possibly new vocabulary:

askari
rickety
Kiswahili
dappled 
stalking
forcibly
geckoes
camouflaged
mesmerized
dual-purpose
outsmarted
preening
pied
hostility
comparably
expatriates
tarpaulin 
savannah
guttural
relish
combinations
curdle
millipede
aggression
dignified
Questions on the illustrations:

	Page
	Task

	6

20
	What do you notice about Sheena’s right paw? Why do you think it is like that? 

Does it seem as if Kenge is more likely to attack first, or Sheena?


Student writing:

	Task

	Imagine you have met Sheena and she has asked you to tell her about the place you come from. Describe where you live so as to make it sound interesting and exciting, somewhere where a cat could have lots of adventures.


Chapter Three: Ahali Allen (The Allen Family)
Page by Page (Strand 7 – Understand and interpret texts):

	Page
	Task

	22
	Sheena is surprised by one of the following facts about the local people. Which one? 

a) They don’t have enough to eat.

b) They seem to be happy.

c) They’re often sick.

d) They share everything.

	23
	Sheena is described on the previous page as being contented. 

a) Which paragraph on this page (23) gives some of the ways in which she was contented?

The paragraph beginning….

b) Which paragraph suggests that she would be very reluctant to give up her contented life?
The paragraph beginning….

c) Which paragraph suggests that her contentment has just been disturbed? 

The paragraph beginning…

d) Which paragraph gives practical reasons to explain why she may succeed in living a long as well as a contented life? 

The paragraph beginning…

	24

	a) Can you remember what ‘contemplate’ means? (If not, look back at the first paragraph in this chapter.)

b) What is Sheena being forced to contemplate?

c) What would she prefer to do? 

	25
	‘People didn’t remember things as well as cats’ (first paragraph). 

a) Whose opinion do you think that is? 

b) Do you agree with it?

	26
	Amy speaks ‘more loudly’ on this page. Why?

	27
	When Thomas says, ‘Hah!’ on this page, which of the following is he NOT expressing?

a) apology.
b) scorn

c) triumph

Explain why you think he is expressing the other two feelings.

	28

	What contrasts are there between each of the following?
a) The Land Rovers and the tools being used to fix them. 

b) The mechanics and the owners.

	29
	Why do you think everybody has a second drink?

	30
	Where has Sheena’s idea ‘jumped forward’ from?

	31

	a) Explain what you think Mum Allen means when she says, ‘Right.’

b) Give some examples of how she follows that up with action.


Whole Chapter (Other strands):

	Strands
	Task

	1. Speaking

	Make a list of all the things in the chapter that the Allens are going to take camping with them. 

a) Imagine you are Mum Allen supervising the loading of the Land Rover. Give instructions (aloud) to the different members of the family about how and where to put each item in the list, and give reasons for what you are telling them to do. 

Speak as you imagine Mum Allen would do (clearly and forcefully?)

b) Think of other things they should be taking with them, and explain why you think they may need them.

	3. Group discussion, interaction
	In the discussion on Pages 25-28,
a) Which member of the family is reckless (willing to take risks)?

b) Which one is realistic (sensible and practical)?

c) Which one is long-sighted (able to look further into the future)?

d) Which one is persistent (keeps making the same point)?
In a group of four, discuss how you are going to spend an evening together. One of you should try, in your arguments, to be reckless, one of you realistic, one of you long-sighted and one of you persistent.

	6. Word structure and spelling
	‘There are always elephant around the Lodge’ (Page 24). Can you see anything wrong with this sentence?

	8. Engage with, respond to texts
	‘Imagination…is all very well in its way but is a bit like looking out at a sunny day through a dusty window’ (Page 24). Think, or talk, about how imagination helps you to enjoy a book.

	9. Creating and shaping texts
	Begin a list of the ‘many’ good aspects of being a cat. Use any ideas you have found in the chapter and, as you read the rest of the story, add to the list. Use that list to help you understand how we build up a full picture of characters in a story, and the life they lead, as the story develops.

	9. Creating and shaping texts


	Read again the paragraph on Page 24 that begins, ‘Oh no!’ Imagine your family has been away on holiday without you. Write down four of the things that you missed while they were away. Follow the pattern of the paragraph you have just re-read – 

‘There was nothing to do but…’

‘There were no games like…’

‘There was no…’

‘There was nobody to…’

Include those sentences in a story about what happened while you were on your own. You could develop each one by adding ‘so I had to…instead,’ then describing what happened next in each case. You could end your account when the family suddenly return (earlier than expected). What did they find? What did they say and do? How did you explain things to them? What did they decide about the next time they planned to go on holiday? (You needn’t use any of those suggestions if you don’t want to, but try to create a structure of some kind for your story before you begin telling it.)


Possibly new vocabulary:

contemplate (contemplative)
sampled
Caribbean
insisted
lodge
protective
reputation
campsites
cockroaches
reflectively
panga
sheer
Questions on the illustrations:

	Page
	Task

	24

27 
	How would you describe Sheena’s expression as she destroys the homework?
What suggests that the mechanic is not finding this repair job too difficult?


Student writing:

	Task

	Imagine Sheena has destroyed your homework. Write down what you will say to your teacher when the time comes to hand it in. Try to explain things so that you avoid blame. Anticipate any questions the teacher might ask you (e.g. ‘Had you finished your homework before Sheena attacked it?’)


Chapter Four: Safari Njema (Safe Journey)
Page by Page (Strand 7 – Understand and interpret texts):

	Page
	Task

	33
	Why do you think Sheena may be dreaming about birds?

	34
	Why does Amy:

a) stuff three extra books into her backpack?

b) feel she has to say something to Thomas about his football?

	35
	Which of the following do we NOT see evidence of on this page?

a) Sheena’s knowledge of other animals

b) Sheena’s ability to plan.

c) Sheena’s greediness.

d) Sheena’s ability to experiment.

	36
	What does the phrase, ‘a deep family breath’ suggest? 

	37

	a) What was Dad Allen’s ‘very important job’?

b) In whose opinion was it very important?


Whole Chapter (Other Strands):

	Strands
	Task

	1. Speaking
	Practice speaking ‘sternly’ to a partner.

	2. Listening and re​sponding
	a) When you go home tonight listen carefully to the different members of your family (and to yourself, when you speak). Which of you sound most like each other? Perhaps you could make notes…

b) Think now (before you go home) about which parts of what you will hear might be similar. They will probably be….

	3. Group discussion, interaction
	‘Sheena was going North.’ Do you think Sheena is doing the right thing?

	6. Word structure and spelling.


	a) ‘Get down…get in…get off… got up…’ These phrases (on Page 37) all mean something different, because of the words added to ‘get’ or ‘got’.  Think of some more words that are often added to ‘get’ to create phrases. Use each of the phrases you have created in a sentence of your own.

b) If you find that any of the phrases have more than one meaning, try to write one sentence for each meaning.

	10. Text structure and organization


	In the paragraph beginning, ‘No time to lose!’ on Page 36, Sheena suddenly jumps into action. Which verbs in the paragraph give the impression of speed, and add unity to the whole paragraph?

	10. Text structure and 
organisation
	Why do you think the writer has ended the chapter with a very short paragraph?


Possibly new vocabulary:

sternly
radiator
dithering
slewed
Questions on the illustrations:

	Page
	Task

	35
	What mistake is Sheena making?


Student writing:

	Task

	If you can remember having an enjoyable dream that you wished would continue, write about it. How did you feel when you woke up?

(Alternative question): If you can’t remember any dreams you have had, write about a time when you ate too much.  


Chapter Five: Mbweha (The Black-backed Jackal)
Page by Page (Strand 7 – Understand and interpret texts):

	Page
	Task

	38
	How many different things make Sheena’s journey uncomfortable?

	39
	a) One paragraph on this page lists three things that should make Sheena happy, because they suggest the journey is at an end. Which paragraph is it?

The one beginning…

b) Another paragraph lists three reasons why she might be anxious. Which paragraph is it?

The one beginning…

	40
	What does Sheena mean by ‘the Watermelon Express’?

	41
	How does Dad Allen nearly prove Mum Allen right?

	42

	a) How far is Mum Allen acting in character (typically) in what she says on this page? 
b) How far is Dad Allen doing the same? 

	43

	Which campsite do you think it likely that they will choose, in the end? (You may need to re-read Page 42 as well as Page 43 before answering.) Give reasons for your answer.
a) Chui (Leopard)

b) Simba (Lion)

c) Tembo (Elephant)

d) Another one altogether.

	46
	Sheena’s feeling that she is in danger of being ‘popped in a watery sort of way’ is a continuation of what simile used on Page 4

	47
	Why does the author make the point that when Sheena sees the jackal for the first time, it is much closer than the closest 

	48
	‘…she found herself on an overgrown pathway leading away from the track.’ Does that statement remind you of another one from much earlier in the story?

	49
	The jackal’s long legs are both an advantage and a disadvantage on this page. In what ways? Bring your answers together into one sentence so that it is a clear example of antithesis (‘On the one hand…’)

	50


	Sheena ‘scooted’ up the trunk on Page 49; on this page she ‘scrabbled’ up it. Why do you think the author has used these two different words to describe how she climbed the tree?

	51


	a) What does the word ‘smooth’ suggest about the jackal?

b) Why do you think the author has put it in italics?

	52
	‘Fat chance.’ Whose words are these – the author’s, Sheena’s or the jackal’s?

	53
	‘Learned’ is a formal, slightly old-fashioned word suggesting that Sheena is knowledgeable, even scholarly. 

a) Find a group of words on this page that say the same about the jackal, much less formally. 

b) How does he go on to prove that he, too, is ‘learned’?

	54
	Mbweha claims he has ‘proved’ he is not a dog. Do you think he has done that? (Give reasons.)

	55
	Is Mbweha really giving a ‘recital’ of his calls?


Whole Chapter (Other Strands):

	Strands
	Tasks

	1. Speaking 

9. Creating and shaping texts
	Practice saying each of the three tongue-twisters in this chapter (Pages 41 and 50). 

Which is the most difficult? Why? (Think about the way your lips and tongue work together when you speak.)

Create some tongue-twisters of your own, using what you have learnt from studying these three.

	6. Word structure and spelling
	What is a) unusual and b) amusing about the word ‘de-interesting’ (Page 38)?

	6. Word structure and spelling

	The meaning of ‘circumspect’ (Page 47) is explained for you; but you should have been be able to work it anyway out by breaking it down into its two parts (prefix + root). 

a) Try to do that.

b) Find other words that have the same prefix as ‘circumspect', then words that have the same root.

	6. Word structure and spelling

	The word ‘learned’ (Page 53) should be pronounced ‘learn-ed’: the ‘ed’ is a separate sound (syllable). 

a) Why do you think it is pronounced in that way?

b) Do you know any other words which end in ―ed’, where that final syllable is pronounced separately?

	6. Word structure and spelling
	a) The word ‘demo’ (Page 53) is a shortened version of which word?

b) Make a list of other words which are often shortened in everyday use.

	8. Engage with, respond to texts
	Can you think of episodes in any other stories in which a physical conflict is delayed or avoided by a battle of wits and words?

	8. Engage with, respond to texts
	Without looking again at the map on Pages 44 and 45, begin your own map of Baragandiri on which you will mark the different places Sheena finds herself in, chapter by chapter, and make brief notes about what happens in each one.

Advice: Sheena is going to travel South in the Park, so leave lots of room below the place where you decide the Park Gate should be.

	9. Creating and shaping texts
	In the second-last paragraph on Page 47 we, like the jackal, are allowed to read what is in Sheena’s mind (‘Dog: not very dangerous…’). 

a) Read the paragraph again and say what style you think it is written in. Begin your answer, ‘It sounds as if Sheena is reading from…’

b) Write at least one additional entry for the same sort of book, about a different animal. Use the same style.

	9. Creating and shaping texts
	Imagine a boy or girl talking to a bully, using words to make up for the fact that the bully is bigger and stronger (as Sheena does on Pages 51 and 52). Write down what they might say.

	10. Text structure and organisation
	a) How is most of Page 40 organised? 

b) Produce a short piece of writing of your own following a similar structure. (It can be about some choices you have, e.g. whether it’s better to eat chocolate in the morning, at night, or all the time.)

	10. Text structure and organisation
9. Creating and shaping texts
	How does the ‘encyclopaedia entry’ about dogs (Page 45) provide a structure for the remainder of the chapter?
In the end, however, Sheena outwits Mbweha. Think of at least one item to add to the list in the encyclopaedia entry which turns out to be true of the jackal and which explains how she manages to escape from him.


Possibly new vocabulary:

catalepsy, cataleptic
mangy
baobab
pitched
newly-acquired
investigative
circumspect
intimidated
jackal
spiked
congratulating
provocative
caustic
sarcastic
unappetising
demoralise
regurgitate
canine
learned 
emitted
recital
Questions on the illustrations:

	Page
	Task

	48

55
	Looking at the illustration, can you think of anything else Sheena might have done to get away from Mbweha? 

How can we tell that Sheena does not know that the thorns are about to save her?


Student writing:

	Task

	Re-read the description on Pages 46 and 47 of the things Sheena smells from under the Land Rover. Imagine that you wake up in a strange place. It is dark and quiet, and you do not know where you are. Describe the things you smell. Do they help you work out what sort of place this is? Perhaps you eventually hear a sound that confirms what you think.


Chapter Six: Twiga (The Giraffe)
Page by Page (Strand 7 – Understand and interpret texts):

	Page
	Task

	56


	Compare the list of sounds (‘night-noise’) on this page with the list of sounds Kenge talked about on Page 16. 

a) Which sounds appear in both lists? (You will need to turn back and forward between the two pages to answer.)

b)  If you had been in the tree with Sheena, which sounds would you have been most frightened to hear?

c) Which sounds would you have been most surprised to hear?

	57
	Why does it seem to Sheena as if the sun’s rays are stabbing her through the leaves?

	58
	Since you’ll probably know by now that this animal is a giraffe, you may be able to suggest why it’s appropriate that his words seem long-drawn-out.

	59
	On Page 56 Sheena has been thinking about the fact that some animals and people – herself included – try to avoid being classified (grouped) with other, similar animals. She again tries to avoid that, herself, on this page, and so does the twiga. 

	60
	a) Why does Sheena pause and say, ‘…er…’ in the middle of her second question?

b) She does something similar further down the page. When, and why?

c) Find two examples on the same page of the twiga helping Sheena understand something he is saying. 

	61
	The word ‘delicately’ suggests that Sheena is being very careful, in order to ensure that she does not fall. Which two words suggest that she also needs to be forceful, for the same reason? 

	62


	a) The phrase ‘Hang on’ is used twice on Page 60, but with different meanings (‘Wait a minute’ and ‘Hold on tight’). Can you find on Page 62 another word used twice, with different meanings?

(Alternative question): How does the author emphasise the fact that the twiga is very tall?

	63
	How does he continue, on this page, to suggest its great height?

	64
	Explain Sheena’s ‘bonkers’ joke. 

	65
	Can you think of ways in which this good eating arrangement will work even better than the twiga has said?

	66
	We are told on this page that the word ‘giraffe’ may come from the language of any one of three countries or areas.

a) What countries (areas)? 

b) From what you have been told so far about giraffes, and what you already knew about them, which name suits them best? Why?

	67
	Who else, in the story so far, has had a surprising tongue?

	68


	On Page 59 Sheena tried to avoid being seen as one of a particular group of animals (and people). Here she shows that she does perhaps belong to the group after all. What is the group?

	69
	In which paragraph on this page is Sheena:

a) curious? 

b) keen to know how far they have travelled?

c) disgruntled?

d) surprised?

e) tempted?

The paragraph (in each case) that begins…

	70
	Why didn’t Thomas ask for his chewing gum back?

	71
	The last time Sheena’s claws came out ‘automatically’ (second-last paragraph on this page), that wasn’t the word used to describe what happened. What word was it?

	72
	Sheena realises several things on this page. Write down as many as you can. 

	73
	The leopard does something on this page which again suggests that it and Sheena have something in common. What is it?

	74
	Which one of the following does Twiga NOT show himself to be, on this page?

a) angry

b) caring

c) puzzled

d) cautious

(Alternative question): Why do you think Sheena doesn’t like to be brought so close to the young giraffe’s wounds? Give several reasons, if you can.

	75


	a) Why is Sheena ‘strangely’ pleased to be back on her own four paws (in other words, why would we not have expected her to be pleased)?

b) Why, then, do you think she is pleased?


Whole Chapter (Other Strands):

	Strands
	Task

	1. Speaking

2. Listening and re​sponding

3. Group discussion, interaction
	Look at the kind of questions asked about Pages 70 and 74 (Alternative question). They ask you to explain why you think some things have happened or are happening. 

Work in pairs or groups. Think of some questions you would like to ask the author about why other things have happened in this chapter, and ask them of one member of the group who is pretending to be the author. Give the number of the page on which you are basing your question, if you think that will be helpful. 

The ‘author’ can try to answer the questions, but you may need to give suggestions and discuss what may be the best answer.

	3. Group discussion, interaction
	‘Can you lose something you never knew you had?’ Sheena wondered on Page 57. What do you think the answer is?

	6. Word structure and spelling

	On Page 60 Sheena tells Twiga that she is a domestic cat. In repeating what she says Twiga drops one ‘c’ and creates the new word ‘domesticat’. Can you think of any other words that are a combination of two words, where part of one or both of the words is missed out?

	6. Word structure and spelling

	On Page 67 we read about animals that ‘ruminate’ (chew their food a long time). 

a) If something that irritates us (makes us itch, perhaps) is called an ‘irritant’, and someone who applies for a job is an ‘applicant’, what might we call an animal that ruminates? 

b) What do you think the ‘-ant’ part of those three words means?

c) Can you think of any other pairs of words like those above (irritate/irritant and apply/applicant)? 

	9. Creating and shaping texts


	(Page 54, last line) ‘Did she sleep?’ 

a) Who is asking that question? Who are they asking it of?

b) What does that suggest about how the author thinks of you, the reader?

c) What effect does it have on you?

d) Think of some other questions (not ones spoken by Twiga or Sheena to each other) that could be inserted at particular points in the chapter, and discuss the effect each might have on the reader.

	10. Text structure and organisation
	The middle section of this chapter (Pages 65 to 70) describes Sheena’s journey through the Park. The author makes several statements to remind us that she and the giraffe are travelling a long way, and that time is passing. 

a) Write down as many as you can find, from ‘As they moved onwards’ (Page 66) to the end of Page 69.
b) Imagine you are walking through a town you have not visited before. Complete the following sentences so that they show you are walking a long way and that time is passing. (Join the sentences up as you work, to produce a complete piece of writing.)

· After I had been walking a while, I did notice that…….

· ….was already a long way behind.

· I’d passed several…

· I had travelled…

· At one point…

· I was beginning to…

· I…

· I…in the next short while.

· By now…

· Every so often…

Then add a complete sentence of your own which brings your journey to an end. 

	10. Text structure and organisation
	‘But events took a different turn, as if they too were on a winding track.’ (Page 71)

a) Why is this a good simile to describe the events of the story so far?

b) Remember the comparison as you read the rest of the story, and look for ways in which events take other, equally sudden, turns.


	10. Text structure and organisation

11. Sentence structure, punctuation
	Read again the paragraph on Page 61 beginning, ‘Sheena kept her claws in…’. It’s one complete, and quite long, sentence. 

a) Why do you think the author has written it in that way?

b) Here are some short statements for you to join together into one sentence so that, again, the account of what happens reads smoothly. You may have to add some words to help the different parts fit together. (The statements describe how Sheena might have climbed down from the top of the tree, if she had had to.)

· Sheena reached down with a front paw towards the next branch. 

· She reached for the point where the branch joined the tree-trunk. 

· She reached down with her other front paw. 

· She let go with her back paws. 

· Her whole body swung down against the trunk of the tree. 

· She slid down backwards, slowly. 

· When she was near the ground she jumped clear. 

· She twisted around. 

· She landed on all four paws.


Possibly new vocabulary:

assumed
differentiated
domestic
jackal
acacia
fringed
instinctively
inclined
pendulum
meaningful
accessories
Arabic
Ethiopian
ox-pecker
peckish
perpetually
ruminating
philosophical
sentimental
alternate
illusion
enlarging
partially
receded
Questions on the illustrations:

	Page
	Task

	61

73
	How has the artist suggested that this process is a ‘delicate’ one for Sheena?

The leopard looks rather like a ….. being blown along the ground by a high wind.


Student writing:

	Task

	Imagine you are sitting on a giraffe’s head as it walks through the school playground. How do your friends (and perhaps your teachers) look from up there? How do they behave, and what do they say, when they see you?


Chapter Seven: Manyani (Baboons)
Page by Page (Strand 7 – Understand and interpret texts):

	Page
	Task

	76


	Make two lists, based on the information on this page:

a) The things that make the leopard seem terrifying.

b) The things that make it seem beautiful.

	77


	a) Is ‘Carniravenous’ a ‘right’ word?

b) Why?

c) Why has Sheena used it?

d) What kind of word is it? (Remember ‘slithy’.)

	78
	‘Monotony’ means which of the following?

a) sadness

b) boredom

c) sameness 

d) slowness

	79


	How is the monkey getting his sizes mixed up?
(Alternative question): Sheena decides she could tell the baboon a ‘tall toll tale’. 
a) What is interesting about those three words?

b) Do you know what that figure of speech is called?

c) Why do you think Sheena is using it?

d) Find another example of alliteration on this page.

	80
	What makes the baboon angry?

	81
	How is it possible to run round in circles inside your head?

	82


	Sheena decides to be troublesome by slowing right down. 

a) What is surprising about that?

b) Why do you think she is doing it, then?

	83, 84
	 On Pages 83 and 84 Sheena identifies several different groups of baboons within the tribe. List them.

	84, 85
	On Pages 84 and 85 several things about the baboons surprise Sheena. Make a list.

	86
	Why does Sheena sniff? (Choose one.)

a) Because the baboons have kicked up a lot of dust.

b) Because she is very scornful of the baboons’ behaviour.

c) Because the baboons look rather like dogs and she is she is trying to find out whether they smell like them as well.

	87, 88


	Several parts of the body (human, animal and insect) are mentioned on Pages 87 and 88. Find the part of the body that matches each of the following. 

A part used for:

a) providing protection and warmth.

b) picking things up.

c) piercing.

d) carrying oxygen around the body

e) carrying blood around the body.

f) cutting food before it is chewed.

g) helping attach the arms (or front legs, in the case of animals) to the body.

h) covering the body (underneath the hair or fur).

i) holding the main part of the body together, at the sides.

	89
	In what way is Sheena ‘on the right side’ for once? 

	90


	a) What does Sheena have in mind when she says, at the foot of the page, ‘It wasn’t only in Africa that things jumped on you out of the darkness’?

b) What other examples are there, on this page, of that happening?

	91
	Sheena sees the young baboon as ‘a sad little figure’. Find another phrase on this page which tells us that Sheena feels sorry 


Whole Chapter (Other Strands):

	Strands
	Task

	1. Speaking

2. Listening and re​sponding

3. Group discussion, interaction

	The baboons have a system of signals to communicate without actually saying anything. So do we. Even when we talk with each other we can send signals that add information over and above what we are saying in words. It’s sometimes called ‘body language’. If we are very angry with someone, for instance, we may point at them while we are speaking to them. 

a) Look for other examples of body language on Pages 86 to 88. Say what information each one conveys.

b) Can you think of some other examples of body language used by people?

	3. Group discussion, interaction
	The paragraph beginning at the end of Page 80 (‘He seemed to be in charge’) lists the things that decide how important a baboon is (how he is ‘ranked’ in the tribe). Sheena doesn’t think they are very important criteria (standards for judgement). 

a) Make a list of the things you believe should help us decide how important a person is.

b) Compare your list with the lists made by other members of your group. Agree a final list.

c) See if you can also name a real person who meets all or most of the criteria you have agreed on.

d) During your discussion, look out for body language (being used by any member of the group, not just the person speaking). Does anyone scratch their head, for instance, to show that they’re thinking hard? 

	8. Engage with, respond to texts


	Towards the end of the previous chapter, and again at the beginning of this one, Sheena realises something about herself – that she is a vicious killer, just like the leopard. Have you read any other stories in which one of the characters learns something about his or her self – perhaps something unwelcome?

	9. Creating and shaping texts

10. Text structure and organisation
	‘Things which are terrifying can also be beautiful.’ This chapter begins with a broad, interesting statement, almost a piece of philosophy. 

a) What is the effect of that?

b) Imagine you are about to tell a story about each of the following. Think of a similar interesting and broad (‘philosophical’) statement for your opening sentence.

· Lost treasure.

· School friends.

· A lucky escape.

· Exploring Space.

If you wish you can also write the next sentence, in each case, to show how your story would carry on. (Look, first of all, at how the second sentence in this chapter narrows down the opening statement.)

	10. Text structure and organisation
	‘How many days did she have to find the family? Four? Five?’ That question appears on Page 77. What job does it do in the story?

	11. Sentence structure, punctuation
	‘Don’t want to fight no more thank you very much I have this baby to look after you see.’ (Page 87) 

a) Why do you think the author has not used any punctuation marks other than those at the beginning and the end of the baboon’s sentence?

b) Punctuate the sentence as you think it ought to be punctuated, using full stops and commas. 


Possibly new vocabulary:
profitable
carniverous
ravenous
monotony
insolent
aggressively
engaging
toll
unprovocative
ranked, ranking
belligerently
outcomes
recessed
vantage
forage, foraging
stagnant
distinguish
encounter
stiff-armed
self-satisfied
proboscises
incisors
stimulated 
hunched
low-ranking
leukemia
assumption
Questions on the illustrations:

	Page
	Task

	81

89
	Most of the baboons are yawning at Sheena. Why do you think two of them are not?

How has the illustrator suggested that life is going on very much as normal, around Sheena?


Student writing:

	Task

	Write more of one of the stories you began in the section ‘Whole Chapter (Other Strands)’ above.


Chapter Eight: Dunzi (A Spy)
Page by Page (Strand 7 – Understand and interpret texts):

	Page
	Task

	92, 93
	Which group of baboons are described on these pages as:

a) looking hard at Sheena?

b) working together to chase lions away?

c) not having done their job properly?

d) finding the missing baboon?

	94
	When the baboon says, ‘You are a cat, and all cats think alike,’ how do you think Sheena will feel? 

	95
	On this page Sheena shows herself to be all of the following except one. Which one?

a) obedient

b) argumentative

c) timid

d) realistic


Whole Chapter (Other Strands):

	Strands
	Task

	1. Speaking

2. Listening and re​sponding

3. Group discussion, interaction

4. Drama
	Sheena wishes (on Page 94) she had been able to hear the baboons talking in the higher branches of the trees during the night. Working in a group, make up the discussion you think she might have heard. Use some of the things the old baboon says to Sheena as the basis for what you say. At the end of it you will need to agree to send Sheena off as a dunzi to spy on the lions.

As you argue, try to remember the importance of baboon ‘rank’ (status) – some of you can try to use your importance in the tribe to make others agree with you. Think, too, about your body language (you can show your teeth every now and again if you want to…)

	6. Word structure and spelling
	‘Outrunners’ (Page 92) is a made-up word to describe a very particular job done by some of the young males. 

a) What do you think the prefix ‘out’ means in this case?

b) Find some other terms consisting of ‘out’ combined with another word, and give a meaning for each. 

c) When you have your list, see if you can add to the meanings of ‘out’.

d) Sheena was surprised, in Chapter One, when Kenge knew she was there even before he could see her. Do you remember the words used to explain why that annoyed her?

	8. Engage with, respond to texts 9. Creating and shaping texts
	Imagine there is such a place as ‘Black-and-White Land’ (Page 94). What adventures might Sheena have there? You could write an account of one of them.


Possibly new vocabulary:

intently
outrunner
baobab
scamper
scarper
stunted
illusions
Questions on the illustrations:

	Page
	Task

	93
	What impression do we get from this drawing of how vultures behave towards one another?


Student writing:

	Task

	Sheena is in a bad mood at the beginning of this chapter. Write about the things that put you in a bad mood. 


Chapter Nine: Nygwasi
Page by Page (Strand 7 – Understand and interpret texts):

	Page
	Task

	96


	On Page 79 Sheena thought the phrase ‘little Big Cat’ didn’t make sense, because ‘little’ and ‘Big’ contradicted each other (couldn’t both be true at the same time). Can you find a short phrase on this page (94) in which two words seem to contradict each other?

	97
	Sheena’s brain works in different ways on this page. Can you find and explain some of them? (There are as many as five.)

	98
	Which one of the following is closest in meaning to ‘predicament’?

a) wishfulness

b) difficult situation
c) anxiety

d) tiredness

	99
	The warthogs are obviously both dangerous and well-protected. One thing mentioned on this page, however, suggests that they are at a disadvantage in one respect. What is it?

	100
	Sheena says, ‘Most helpful!’

a) Does she mean it?

b) If not, what does she mean?

c) Why does she say it?

d) Does she say it out loud?

e) Do you remember the technical name for this figure of speech (language device)?

	101
	Why does Sheena avoid mentioning lions on this page?

	102
	Why does Sheena persevere?


	103
	a) What can the warthogs not quite agree about?

b) What do they agree about, very emphatically?

	104
	What things on this page:

a) are likely to make Sheena unhappy?

b) should please her?

	105
	Why does Sheena tell them her story? (Choose one.)

a) To win the talking competition.

b) To avoid being caught with nothing to say.

c) To persuade them to help her.

d) As a way of thanking them for providing her with shelter for the night.

	106
	Why do you think the warthogs take such an interest in the fate of the young giraffe?

	107
	‘That was true most of the time of most animals and all of the time for some.’ Can you think of some things that are true most of the time of most people and all of the time for some’?

	108
	What was Sheena expected to do when her turn came?


Whole Chapter (Other Strands):

	Strands
	Task

	1. Speaking

4. Drama
	In a group, read the dialogue (speech) from this chapter as if it’s part of a play. One of you will need to be Sheena. The rest of you, as warthogs, should speak in turn. Try to make the dialogue, particularly the sentences that are shared, flow smoothly. It will help if you sit in a circle, and take turns clockwise.

When you have finished the chapter, and mastered the technique, you could try making up a similar ‘quick-fire’ conversation about something else. Here are some suggestions:

· A tv news reporter asks a group of zoo visitors to say what happened when a lion escaped from its enclosure.

· A tourist invites some Eskimos to talk about their lives in the Arctic.

· A policeman asks passengers for an account of what happened when a ferry they were travelling on began to sink.

(Remember that:

· Each time your turn comes to speak you can make only one brief statement or ask one short question. 

· You need not use whole sentences. 

· This is like a game of pass-the-parcel, and the trick is to avoid being caught with nothing to say.)

	6. Word structure and spelling
	Sheena’s explanation of the word ‘pert’ (Page 104) suggests that it is what kind of word?

	8. Engage with, respond to texts
	Sheena understands (near the beginning of Page 106) one of the reasons why story-telling is important to the warthogs. Think of some reasons why it is important to people.

When you have finished reading Paka Mdogo, decide which of the reasons on your list apply to it.

	9. Creating and shaping texts

10. Text structure and organisation

11. Sentence structure, punctuation

12. Presentation
	 ‘Her final sentence had been extremely long, and in it she had given the warthogs all sorts of reasons why they should help her find the lions’ (Page 107):

Write the sentence, as you imagine it might have been. Think carefully about how to make it effective:

· How will you make it persuasive?

· How will you organise it so that it’s easy for a listener to follow? 

· How will you punctuate it? (Remember that you can use only one full stop, at the end.)

· How will you make it difficult for the warthogs to interrupt you?


Possibly new vocabulary:

predicament
ineffectually
immaculate
persevered
pert
formalised
brevity
whiskery
leisurely
Questions on the illustrations:

	Page
	Task

	100

106
	What has the illustrator emphasised in this drawing?

What are you most likely to remember about this picture?


Student writing:

	Task

	Write a long sentence of your own in which you try to persuade someone else to do something, or to let you do something.


Chapter Ten: Simba (Lions)
Page by Page (Strand 7 – Understand and interpret texts):

	Page
	Task

	109


	Why is the simile (comparison) in the opening paragraph a good one to describe the way the warthogs emerge from their holes? Give as many reasons as you can.

	110
	What do you think Sheena means by ‘Carnivarious’?

	111
	Why does Sheena not roll in the mud? Give reasons from the book as well as ideas of your own. 

	112
	Why do you think Sheena has found the warthogs to be ‘impressive’? (Give as many reasons as you can. You can take material for your answer from this and the previous chapter.)

	113
	Sheena now thinks of several problems she is facing. Beginning with the final paragraph on Page 112, list as many as you can.

	114
	Why does Sheena go into a trance? (Choose one or more of the following reasons.)

a) Because she is feeling the heat.

b) Because the lions look so comfortable.

c) Because there is nothing else she can do.

d) Because time is passing.

	115
	It seems possible that the lions have put the cubs in a hole earlier, and blocked it up.

a) Why would it make ‘good sense’ to do that? 

b) Why has not made good sense?

	116
	In what way are Thomas and Amy ‘sort of second best’?

	117
	a) Find an example of paradox on this page.

b) Try to explain it away.

	118
	a) We might be puzzled by several things on this page. What are they? 

	119


	Try to give some answers to the questions you have just listed. Use information from the previous page and this one, and add ideas of your own as necessary.

	120
	What ‘ideas’ do you think Sheena may be having about her career as a spy?


Whole Chapter (Other Strands):

	Strands
	Task

	1. Speaking

	The warthogs very often speak in abbreviations (they run words together). ‘Smellem’ (Page 112) is an example. 

a) Find more examples on the same page.

We sometimes run words together, also.

b) Why do we do that?

c) When are we more likely to use abbreviations?

d) Speak the following short passage aloud, pronouncing each word separately. Then speak it again, running together the words that go together in meaning.

‘When you hear a tummy rumble inside you, you know it is jolly well time to eat something. If you are going to warm your food on a hot plate, however, do not do it in a slip shod way or it will be over cooked.’

	3. Group discussion, interaction
	Read Pages 115 and 116 again, and have a discussion (with the whole class or in a group) about what grown-ups miss if they don’t have children of their own. Are the things they miss the same for men and women?

	6. Word structure and spelling

	The mud the warthogs roll in on Page 111 is described as ‘malodorous’.

a) Can you break the word down into its two components (prefix + main part) and say what each means? 

b) Can you think of any other words beginning with the same prefix?

	6. Word structure and spelling

	The old word ‘rapscallion’ appears on Page 112. Can you think of two more modern words, meaning much the same, which share a group of at least three letters with ‘rapscallion’?

	8. Engage with, respond to texts
	What in the story so far has led Sheena to conclude, ‘We’re all different’?

	10. Text structure and organisation
	Read the final four paragraphs of the chapter again, beginning with ‘For a moment’ (Page 119). In them, the author:

a) holds us briefly in the present situation, then b) takes us back to the beginning of the story, then

c) reminds us of where the story must end up, and

d) tells us something of what is going to happen next in it. 

Which part of the passage does each of those jobs?

Think of a story as a map we are being invited to follow. A writer will make sure that we know where we are on the map, will often remind us of where we have been, can suggest what our final destination may be, and occasionally allows us a glimpse of where we are going next.


Possibly new vocabulary:

propelled
leisurely
agama
malodorous
distinguish
shimmering
mayhem
indulgent
rapscallions
pungent
repulsive
vexatious
communal
enterprise
Questions on the illustrations:

	Page
	Task

	117
	What in this picture helps explain why the lion does not see Sheena?


Student writing:

	Task

	Imagine you are very hungry, and must force yourself to eat something repulsive. Describe how you get yourself to eat it, what it tastes and feels like…and how you feel afterwards.


Chapter Eleven: Simba Tena (Lions Again)
Page by Page (Strand 7 – Understand and interpret texts):

	Page
	Task

	121
	How is rolling in the mud likely to help Sheena?

	122
	Which are the ‘mixed creatures she’d met recently’?

	123


	a) How does the lion cub make up for his small size?

b) Which other creature in the story so far have made up for their small size? How have they done that?

	124
	‘You can work out for yourself why they were feeling all three of those things at the same time.’ Do that, and write down your explanation.

	125


	a) Explain how there is more than one kind of lion pride.

b) Find another phrase with two meanings on this page, and explain them.

	126


	Sheena demonstrates her ability to think quickly, by instantly making up reasons to explain three things. 

a) What three things? 

b) Do you think the reasons are clever?

	127
	There’s a more complete answer on this page to one of the puzzles we noted on Page 118 (previous chapter). What was the question?

	128


	Why do the lions not pay much attention to what the cubs have to say? 

(Alternative question): Why is ‘skittered’ a good word to describe how the lump of mud falls?

	129
	We read on this page that two other kinds of animals sometimes (if rarely) eat lions. What are they?

	130
	On the next page (131) we learn that Sheena thinks Nyanya is the most terrible thing she has seen in the park. Why do you think that is?

	131
	Why does Sheena admire the old lioness?

	132
	What a) arguments, and b) methods, does Nyanya use to persuade the lion pride that it would be a good idea to attack the people she has found?

	133
	Why would returning to the baboons be too ‘uncertain’?

	134
	Why does Nyanya’s parting comment terrify Sheena?


Whole Chapter (Other Strands):

	Strands
	Task

	1. Speaking
	Read again the work you did on Page 132. Imagine Sheena has come down from the tree and is attempting to persuade the lion pride that it would be a bad idea to attack the people Nyanya has found. Speak to the rest of your group as if you are Sheena (take turns at this). Use as many different arguments and methods of persuasion as you can.

	2. Listening and re​sponding
	While ‘Sheena’ is talking (during the previous task) make notes on what she is saying. Decide which is the single most effective argument or method she uses.

	3. Group discussion, interaction
	There are some important opinions expressed in the second half of Page 129. Read them again and discuss any you find interesting

	6. Word structure and spelling

	The word ‘sulphurous’ appears on Page 122.

a) What other word that we have studied recently does it remind you of? 

b) What do you think the suffix ‘―ous’ means in those two words?

c) Can you think of some other ‘―ous’ words? (Begin with any words you can remember from the ‘C’ list.)

d) Most ‘―ous’ words are adjectives formed by adding that suffix to an existing root word (usually a noun). Can you work out any rules governing how the root word changes when ‘―ous’ is added?

	8. Engage with, respond to texts
	In your group discussion (if you had one) you will have talked about the important ideas on Page 129. Have you read any other stories which, although they’re mainly tales of adventure, deal with important ideas?

	10. Text structure and organisation
	a) Near the beginning of Page 132 we are given a piece of information that suggests the old lioness may have found the Allen family. What is it?

b) Nearer the end of the page we are told something that makes it very likely that she is talking about the Allens. What is it?

c) What effect does all of that have on us as readers, and on Sheena?

d) Write a page on which you describe going into a darkened room. You gradually become aware that you are not alone, and step by step discover who, or what, is in there with you.


Possibly new vocabulary:

sulphurous
inclement
pangolin
encased
deficiency
wildebeest
impala 
economics
archeologist
prophecy
inflict
Questions on the illustrations: 
	Page
	Task

	124

130

133
	Draw Sheena from the front, as the lion cubs will see her.
What details in the drawing suggest that the pride are not pleased to see Nyanya arrive?

Does this drawing affect your feelings towards Nyanya? How?


Student writing:

	Task

	Write down your opinions about how people should be treated when they become very old.


Chapter Twelve: Nyanya (The Old One)
Page by Page (Strand 7 – Understand and interpret texts):

	Page
	Task

	135
	Why do you think Nyanya does not seem worried that another animal might suddenly attack her? 

	136
	As far back Page 79 we found Sheena being ‘pedantic’ (very particular about small and unimportant details in speaking or writing), when she objected to the phrase ‘little Big Cats’.  Can you find an example of her ‘pedantry’ on this page?

	137
	Something on this page contradicts one of the answers we suggested for the question on Page 135. What is it?

	138


	Read again the short paragraph beginning, ‘Night, as usual, fell quickly.’ How does that paragraph provide an appropriate setting for Nyanya’s overnight stop?


Whole Chapter (Other Strands):

	Strands
	Task

	2. Listening and re​sponding
	Listen carefully as your teacher reads aloud the last-but-one paragraph on Page 138. Each time you hear a word or phrase that is a synonym for (means the same as) one of the words in the list below, write it down. (Don’t worry if you aren’t sure how to spell it.)

     Your teacher may read the passage to you twice so that you can have a second attempt at finding each word. 

     Here are the words or phrases for which you should find synonyms. They are in the same order as in the paragraph:

a) area.

b) animals

c) noiselessly

d) difficulty.

e) gone quiet

f) started.

	3. Group discussion, interaction
	On Page 137 Sheena finds herself ‘leaping ahead too quickly, in her imagination, to a happy ending.’ 

Working as a group, leap ahead in your imaginations to a happy ending for the story, and discuss ways in which it might come about.

You can, if you’d rather, leap ahead to an unhappy ending…

	6. Word structure and spelling
	The adjective ‘bluey’ on Page 138 means ‘sort of blue’. The ending of ‘blue’ has had a ‘y’ added to change its meaning slightly and make the colour approximate.

a) Can you think of any other adjectives that have a ‘y’ added at the end to change the meaning to ‘sort of…’?

b) Is there another way in which the endings of adjectives (not just colour adjectives) can be changed so that the meaning becomes ‘sort of…’?

	10. Text structure and organisation
	What is the effect of the very short final paragraph in this chapter (‘She settled down to rest’)?

	10. Text structure and organisation
	Narrative writing must maintain a balance between the things that are happening (the events of the story) and how the characters react to those events (in their thoughts and feelings, as well as in what they do). In most stories there is a mixture of doing and thinking, action and reflection.

Read each paragraph in the chapter again and decide whether it mainly describes the events of the story in themselves, or Sheena’s thoughts and feelings about those events (about what has happened, is happening or may happen). Does the paragraph, in other words, contain mostly Action or Reflection?

Here are the openings of the paragraphs, with letters attached to them. Write down each letter in turn and put ‘A’ (Action) or ‘R’ (Reflection) against it. 

a) Sheena would have liked…

b) Nyanya herself…

c) Of course she was a lion

d) ‘Bone dust,’ 
e) ‘Calcium,’ 
f) Now she was thinking 
g) Yes, it would solve 
h) But she couldn’t go looking 
i) Besides, her feelings 
j) Sheena had to get in the way
k) But Sheena was leaping ahead 
l) She was having to zig-zag 

m) Night, as usual, fell quickly

n) There were a lot of large trees 


Possibly new vocabulary:

calcium
madcap
extensive
Questions on the illustrations:

	Page
	Task

	136
	Why do you think Nyanya’s head is hanging low?


Student writing:

	Task

	Write about a time when you knew you were going to have to do something difficult or unpleasant the next day. What did you feel when you ‘settled down to rest’ (in bed)? How did you make yourself feel better about what lay ahead? 


Chapter Thirteen: Chatu (The Python)
Page by Page (Strand 7 – Understand and interpret texts):

	Page
	Task

	139
	The sudden event at the end of this page comes as even more of a shock because Sheena has just been behaving so cautiously. In what ways has she been doing that? 

	140
	Explain why the fact that the bite is slow makes it also seem ‘awful’.

	141
	Almost everything on this page suggests that things are very bad for Sheena; one detail, however, near the beginning of the page, notes something that could have been even worse. What is it?

	142


	a) Where has Nyanya just come from?

b) Why do you think she has come? 

	143
	Sheena thinks Nyanya needs lessons of one kind or another. Which of the following is NOT a reason why Sheena thinks that?

a) Because she needs to learn which animals make tasty food and which don’t.

b) Because she is using lots of past tenses, as if Sheena’s story is over (and Sheena thinks it isn’t, yet).

c) Because she needs to learn that even little cats have a great determination to survive.

d) Because although she is a Big Cat, she is still a cat, and she should have been willing to help Sheena for that reason alone.

	144
	What suggests that Sheena has managed to retain something of her sense of humour (even if it’s grim humour)?

	145
	Why does Sheena tell the python to remember its full stops and capitals?

	146
	a) What journey, and b) what transformation, 

do not appeal to Sheena? 

	147
	Both Sheena and the python play on words at the end of the page. What other words do they have in mind, when they use each of the following?

a) squeezed.

b) gripping.

c) pressure.


Whole Chapter (Other Strands):

	Strands
	Task

	1. Speaking

2. Listening and re​sponding
	In pairs or a group, stage an interview in which one of you asks questions and the other(s) respond(s), not with words but with a set of signals agreed beforehand (like Chatu’s ‘Ssssssss’ for ‘Yes’ and ‘Ssss. Ssss’ for ‘No’). You can include signals for more than those two words – for ‘Maybe’, ‘You’, ‘Me’ and so on – but the questioners will have to make sure they ask questions that can be answered with one of them.

	6. Word structure and spelling

	Pythons are ‘constrictors’ – they kill their prey by constricting their breathing. 

a) Can you see the root word from which it is derived?

b) Use the root word, and any other related words you can think of, in sentences of your own.

	8. Engage with, respond to texts.

9. Creating and shaping texts
	a) What would you need to do to change this chapter into a short story (one that you could understand and enjoy even if Paka Mdogo had never been written)?

b) Think of a suitable title for the short story.

c) Rewrite the opening of the chapter as if it were a short story.

	9. Creating and shaping texts

	Throughout this page two opposing sets of forces are in conflict: those that are trying to keep Sheena from moving, and Sheena’s own attempts to move.

a) Make a list of the words and phrases that tell us she is being stopped from moving.

b) Make a list of the words and phrases telling us how she struggles.

The comparative length of the two lists might suggest which side is likely to win in the end.

c) Write a paragraph describing a struggle between two opposing forces. Use two sets of words and phrases to represent the two sides, and intersperse them (mix them up, taking one from one set then one from the other) to show how the struggle moves backwards and forwards.

	10. Text structure and organisation
	a) Examine the structure of the sentences in the paragraph at the end of Page 140 (beginning ‘This was very different’). What do you notice about how the sentences begin? 

b) Now examine the structure of the sentences in the first complete paragraph on Page 141. What do you notice about how these sentences begin?

c) What is the overall effect of that?

d) Write a paragraph of your own, with three or more sentences all beginning in the same, or a similar, way. It can be about anything you like, but you should try to create a sense of climax and finality.


Possibly new vocabulary:

constrictors
mottled
elongated
contortions
intelligible
formalize
Questions on the illustrations:

	Page
	Task

	142
	Which details in this drawing make it horrifying?


Student writing:

	Task

	Sheena helps herself out of this tricky situation by remembering two things. What are they? Write about a time when you were in a tricky situation and got out of it by remembering something useful.


Chapter Fourteen: Manyani Tena (Baboons Again)
Page by Page (Strand 7 – Understand and interpret texts):

	Page
	Task

	148
	a) What do the three questions on this page tell us about Sheena at the present time?

b) What do they prepare us for?

	149
	What will Sheena have been relieved about, on this page?

	150
	Here are four sentences (or part-sentences) spoken by Sheena on this page.

1. ‘Well-come you mean.’ 

2. ‘You should be pleased to see me.’

3. ‘Will you be pleased with what I tell you if what I tell you is bad news?’

4. ‘The other lions in the pride won’t give her any proper food so she’s having to make do with…’

In which sentence (or part-sentence) does she:

a) make a mistake?

b) correct a mistake she thinks the baboons have made?

c) puzzle the baboons?

d) tell the baboons off?

	151
	How had the old baboon become leader of the troop, as well as by being old (and strong)?

	152
	Explain the difference between an exhibition yawn and an exclamation yawn.

	153
	What has Sheena remembered about black baboon babies?

	154
	What mystery does the author maintain through the second half of this page?


Whole Chapter (Other Strands):

	Strands
	Task

	1. Speaking

2. Listening and re​sponding
	Near the beginning of Page 151, Sheena adjusts what she is in the middle of saying, after she has seen and heard the baboon’s reaction.

a) How does she do that? 

b) Construct a sentence of your own in which you begin to be rude to somebody then change your mind, and the direction of your sentence. Practise your sentences on each other and discuss whether you have managed to avoid giving offence.

	4. Drama
	Imagine the baboons put on trial the young female who helped Sheena escape. Hold the trial, and decide on the verdict and the punishment (if any is needed). Use as evidence the events of both this chapter and Chapter Six.

	6. Word structure and spelling

9. Creating and shaping texts
	Sheena thinks up the name Malodeur (Page 148) for the ‘perfume’ she is wearing. Think up some humorous names for perfume made from other unpleasant substances. 

	8. Engage with, respond to texts
	a) How is kindness rewarded in this chapter? 

b) Do you know any other stories in which that happens?

	9. Creating and shaping texts
	On Page 154 Sheena tries to think of herself as being ‘borne aloft’ rather than ‘yanked upwards by the scruff of her neck’. 

a) Why? 

b) Rewrite the following sentences, replacing the ‘grand terms’ with more straightforward language.

· He was deposited on his posterior.

· He was directed to a correctional facility.

· A trio of female senior citizens were imprisoned in the facilities.

· He undertook employment as a transparent-wall maintenance officer.
· He was a purveyor of pre-owned vehicles.

	10. Text structure and organisation

	a) What links does the author establish between this chapter and Chapter Six (Sheena’s previous encounter with the baboons)?

b) What effect do those links have?


Possibly new vocabulary:

confronted
diplomatically
dilating
three-tier
Questions on the illustrations:

	Page
	Task

	155
	What tells us that the eagle is very powerful?


Student writing:

	Task

	Write down the rules you have to obey when you are playing an informal game (e.g. a chasing game, not a sport) with your friends.


Chapter Fifteen: Kapungu (The Bateleur Eagle)
Page by Page (Strand 7 – Understand and interpret texts):

	Page
	Task

	156
	Sheena feels the following things in the second paragraph of this page. Put them in the order in which she feels them.

a) satisfaction

b) puzzlement

c) regret

d) pleasure

	157


	What will probably make this a new experience for Sheena?

(Alternative question): Which of the following is nearest in meaning to ‘surreptitiously’?

a) suspiciously

b) stealthily

c) suddenly

e) decisively

	158
	What tactics does Sheena adopt on this page, to try to avoid danger?

	159
	Why does Sheena smile at the chick?

	160
	What reasons does Sheena have for starting a conversation with the eagle on the previous page, and keeping it going on this one?

	161
	‘He took his eyesight seriously as well.’ As well as what?

	162
	a) Why does Sheena wish she could get close to the elephant? 

b) Why does she wish it only ‘fleetingly’ (briefly)?

	163
	What is Sheena thinking, when she suggests that wings can perhaps be borrowed?

	164
	a) What is the correct number on the Land Rover’s number plate?

b) Why does Kapungu tell Sheena it’s something different?

	165
	a) Why is the chick watching ‘wide-eyed’? 

b) Who else have recently watched Sheena with wide-open eyes? 

	166
	The paragraph beginning ‘Sheena said nothing’ contains an example of which one of the following?

a) paradox

b) alliteration
c) irony
d) antithesis

	167
	‘Somersault! Sounds like fun!’ Sheena has difficulty believing she has said that.

a) Why does she have that difficulty?

b) Why, then, has she said it?

	168

	How is Sheena making fun of Kapungu when she says, ‘It’s a triple spin with a half-nelson downwards flop’?
(Alternative question): When Sheena says, ‘That was fun!’:

a) Why did she partly not mean it?

b) Why did she partly mean it?


Whole Chapter (Other Strands):

	Strands
	Task

	1. Speaking
	On Page 159 we read that Thomas once complained about having had to learn a poem off by heart because it was ‘old-fashioned’ to do that.

a) Why is it worth, sometimes, learning poems off by heart?
b) If you have memorized any poems, recite one to a partner, or to a group, or to the whole class. 

	1. Speaking

2. Listening and re​sponding

6. Word structure and spelling
	On Page 158 the eagle corrects two mistakes the chick makes when speaking. 

a) What are they?

b) What are some mistakes in speaking (or writing) that you make regularly, and that your teacher or parents try to correct? Discuss them with a partner, and help each other understand (and remember) what the correct version is.

	1. Speaking

2. Listening and re​sponding
	a) Examine how Sheena ‘steers’ the conversation, beginning on Page 160.

b) Have a group conversation, and try to steer it towards something you yourself want to talk about.

	3. Group discussion, interaction
	Re-read the following bit of conversation between the eagle and its chick (Page 158), and discuss why it is important for people to be proud of their heritage.

‘My real name’s Kapungu,’ he said.

‘No it’s not!’ said his father.

‘That’s your African name. You’ve got a French name and you should be proud of it.’

‘I think I should be proud of my African name. That’s the one I want to use, anyway.’

	6. Word structure and spelling

	a) What word should Kapungu be using on Page 161 instead of ‘birdnoculars’?

b) What do the two parts of ‘binoculars’ (prefix + root) mean?

c) Can you give some more bi― words? 

	8. Engage with, respond to texts

	Find and read the poem that Sheena is thinking about on Page 159. (You can look either in the school library or on the Internet.) Decide what it tells us about eagles. Compare that with what we learn about them in this chapter. Which one, the poem or the chapter, gives us a more powerful picture of an eagle? Why?

	10. Text structure and organisation
	Here is a paragraph from Page 165. The order of the sentences has been changed. Without looking back at Page 162, rearrange their letters – a), b) and so on – into what you think is likely to be the correct order. 

a) As they swung past the highest branches she had a last view of the fat chick looking up at them, wide-eyed. 

b) She was dragged out of the nest and up into the air once more. 

c) Her head was still out of the nest. 

d) Then they were climbing and climbing and moving out from the hillside towards the bare tree in the far distance.

e) The eagle lifted off on his broad wings and as he did so grabbed her by the back of her neck again. 


Possibly new vocabulary:

surreptitiously
accessories
bateleur
battery (attack, beating)
physics
light-sensitive
deposited
airlifted
tedious
ponderously
aerodynamics
interaction
aerial
stalling
ballistic
gravitational
centrifugal
unpredictable
half-nelson
de-stabilised
concise
entanglement
Questions on the illustrations:

	Page
	Task

	166
	What has the illustrator done to give the impression of how dizzying an experience this is for Sheena?


Student writing:

	Task

	Describe what it is like to go on a fast fairground ride.



Chapter Sixteen: Nyanya Tena

Page by Page (Strand 7 – Understand and interpret texts):

	Page
	Task

	169


	‘Have their cat and eat it’ is based on a proverb that the author has changed slightly. 
a) What is the original proverb?

b) What does the original proverb mean?

c) Is the idea in the changed version the same as the one in the original?

	170
	Why is the simile at the top of the page a good one to use, particularly at this point in the story?

	171


	a) What three things surprise Sheena?

b) What surprises Nyanya?

	172
	Can you remember what it was that Nyanya said which makes Sheena think she plans to attack the children while the family are sleeping?

	173
	Nyanya is described as each of the following, on this page. Explain why, in each case.

a) terrible

b) brave

c) sad

d) dangerous

She also shows herself, further down the page, to be one further thing.

e) What is it?

f) Why does she seem to be that?

(Alternative question): Why might Sheena be suddenly afraid when Nyanya stands up?

	174
	How many reasons does Nyanya ‘string together’ to explain why she doesn’t believe Sheena is a lion?

	175


	a) Does it matter which way round?’

b) Why?

	176
	How had Sheena made things worse, in telling Nyanya about the baboons?

	177


	a) What’s the difference between a chance and a risk?

b) What risk is Sheena planning to take?

c) Think of a situation in which you might take a chance, then a risk.

	178
	What is ‘the whole distance’?

	179
	How many times are Sheena, and parts of her, called ‘little’ on this page?

	180
	What evidence is there on this page of careful planning by Sheena?

	181
	‘River bank or river bed?’ This is not a full sentence.

a) Rewrite it as a full sentence.

b) Why do you think the writer has used the short version?

	182
	Do you think the baboons will attack Sheena, or Nyanya? Why?

	183
	Another proverb is used on this page, to suggest why the baboons begin to chase Nyanya instead of Sheena. Find the proverb and explain what it means in this context. 

	184
	What do you think Sheena will feel, as she stands alone on the river bed? Write down as many things as you can think of.


Whole Chapter (Other Strands):

	Strands
	Task

	1. Speaking
	Read the first paragraph on Page 178 again. Imagine some of the impolite things Sheena might have said to the baboons to get them to chase her. Say them to each other. (Don’t be too impolite.)

	3. Group discussion, interaction
	Discuss:

· Whether you think the baboons will catch and kill Nyanya.

· Whether she deserves to be caught and killed.

	8. Engage with, respond to texts
	Have you read any other stories in which a disaster is averted by a happy accident (like Sheena falling into the elephant water-hole)? Is it a good idea for an author to get his or her central character out of trouble by a device like that, or is it better if the character escapes by his or her own efforts?

	9. Creating and shaping texts
	On Pages 173 and 174 both Sheena and Nyanya ‘string reasons together’ to support what they are saying. Think about one of the following topics, and quickly string together as many reasons as you can (even flimsy ones) to explain:

· Why you can’t do any homework tonight.

· Why your team lost.

· Why it’s good to play video games.

	9. Creating and shaping texts
	Imagine that a riddle comes into Sheena’s head as her plan begins to work on Page 180 and she sets off running back towards the river bank. Make up the riddle and try it out.

	10. Text structure and organisation
	Immediately following the illustration of Sheena on Page 178 there are five very short paragraphs, the first one beginning, ‘Now Sheena had to take a chance.’ 

a) Why might you have expected them to be together in one longer paragraph?

b) Why has the author broken this paragraph ‘rule’? 

c) Write three or more short paragraphs (one sentence each) on any one of the following topics, so that the situation sounds dramatic. 

· A giant wave.

· A runaway train.  ● A difficult choice.


Possibly new vocabulary:

bleached
depressions
provoking
predator
genet-cat
genetic
modified
feline
new-fangled
irrelevant
geology
divert
commotion
turmoil
floundering
Questions on the illustrations:

	Page
	Task

	172

178

181
	Does the look on Nyanya’s face match her first words to Sheena?

Do you think that Sheena is doing a piddle, a widdle or a diddle here – or is she waiting a liddle?

What is unexpected about the way the baboons are running?


Student writing:

	Task

	Sheena thinks of Nyanya as ‘old, but also terrible, and brave, and sad…and very dangerous’. Write about an animal or a person you see in a very mixed way like that. (They need not be a real animal or person – and they don’t have to be dangerous!)


Chapter Seventeen

Page by Page (Strand 7 – Understand and interpret texts):

	Page
	Task

	185
	Does Dad Allen come out of the tent forwards or backwards?

	186
	Why does Sheena need a long drink?

	187
	The phrase ‘stowing herself away’ suggests a word that could be used to describe what kind of traveller Sheena is.

	188
	Why does Sheena nearly crawl forward and lick Thomas and Amy?

(Alternative question): Find words on this page meaning: 

a) scorn, haughtiness

b) walked stiffly

c) left behind

	189
	Why do you think Sheena will remember these three things, particularly?


Whole Chapter (Other Strands):

	Strands
	Task

	1. Speaking

2. Listening and re​sponding
	Work in pairs. One of you is a parent trying to get a son or daughter to tidy up their room (or do something else they don’t want to do). The son or daughter tries the ‘diverting trick’ (Page 186). Have the conversation. Try to resolve the problem (come to an agreement) at the end.

	3. Group discussion, interaction
	Discuss which three things each of you would have remembered most clearly, if you had been Sheena.

	6. Word structure and spelling
	a) What does the word ‘hurly-burly’ (Page 186) mean?

b) Have you come across the word before?

The word has been created from an old word ‘hurl’, meaning ‘to cause an uproar’. It has been changed into ‘hurly’ and the similar-sounding ‘burly’ added to make a more powerful double noun that creates a sense of confusion. 

c) Find another word on this page that has been created in the same way.

d) Say what you think the second word means, and explain how it may have been formed.

e) Do you know another word that means the same and sounds almost the same?

	8. Engage with, respond to texts

	This book could be classified as a ‘journey narrative’. 

a) What are the principal characteristics of such a genre (type of writing)? You will need to think or talk about other similar stories in order to develop a list.

b) How many items on your list apply to Paka Mdogo?

	9. Creating and shaping texts
	Imagine that during the night Sheena hears a mysterious noise from her perch up in the tree. She thinks it may be Nyanya. Write an account of what happens. 


Possibly new vocabulary:

khaki
hurly-burly
dawdled
shilly-shally
chivvied
chided
chastised
disdain
abandoned
Questions on the illustrations:

	Page
	Task
	Responses

	187
189
	What was it important for the illustrator to do in this drawing?
What might you wonder now, whenever you see a cat curled up peacefully?
	


Student writing:

	Task

	Write about returning home after a holiday. What are your most vivid memories? Will you ever want to go to the same place again? Why?


Whole Book Tasks

	Task

	1. Make a list of the characteristics that make Sheena an effective ‘heroine’. Give examples if you wish. Does she show any weaknesses? If so, say what they are, with reasons.

	2. List the chapters in the order: Most exciting first, least exciting last.

	3. List all the animals in the story, in the following order – the one you liked most first; the one you liked least, last. (You can include the humans if you wish.) Give reasons.

	4. Write comments for a book cover of a new edition of Paka Mdogo. You can pretend to be the Literary Editors of a number of different magazines and newspapers.

	5. See how many Kiswahili names, words and phrases you have learnt. . (Don’t look in the book for the answers, unless your teacher tells you to.) If you’re lucky enough to have a Kiswahili speaker in the class, you can perhaps get them to tell you more about some of the words, and even teach you some new ones.

Chapter One:

 Paka Mdogo -

safi -

askari -

makunguru -

kenge -

Chapter Two:

ahali -

duka -

Chapter Four:

safari njema -

Chapter Five:

mbweha -

chui -

simba -

tembo - 

Chapter Six:

twiga -

acacia -

Chapter Seven:

manyani - 

Chapter Eight:

dunzi - 

Chapter Nine:

nygwasi - 

Chapter Eleven:

tena - 

nyanya - 

Chapter Thirteen:

chatu - 

Chapter Fifteen:

kapungu -

	6. Write down the sounds made by some of the animals in the story, then do the same for other animals that you know. Try to re-create as closely as possible, in letters, the noises the animals actually make (as in the ‘hoo-hoo’ of the dove Sheena hears on Page 169). It will help if you make the sounds out loud from what you have written with the page. Experiment!

	7. Each of the main animals and people in the story is probably proud of something. Say what you think each one may be most proud of (one thing for each animal).

	8. Research a different African animal from those in the story, and write a chapter in which Sheena and the animal meet.

	9. Read aloud any of the passages of dialogue in the book. Try to give the animals different voices from each other, and choose suitable voices for particular animals. Experiment!

	10. Imagine that Sheena has been seen and studied by some animal researchers working in Baragandiri. They think they have discovered a new species of mammal. Write an entry for her in a Nature Magazine, announcing the new discovery. Write the entry, using the same format as the example below and as far as possible the same style. Head the entry ‘NEW SPECIES!’ and think up a scientific name (e.g. PIED CAT, Catea Piedea).

BROWN HYENA 

Hyaena brunnea

IDENTIFICATION: About the size of an Alsatian dog. Head large in relation to body, face square and short, ears of medium size with pointed tips, back sloping rearwards, front legs longer than rear, tail of medium length, strongly bushy. Coloring brownish-black with darker stripes on flanks. Pelage rough and long-haired. 

HABITAT: Savannah plains.

HOME RANGE: Wanders over area 30km wide.

VOICE: Has a variety of calls, e.g. when surprised or hunting. Yowls, whines or growls when arguing over food.

SENSES: Smell and hearing more acute than sight.

ENEMIES: Lions, spotted hyenas in packs, hunting dogs.

SOCIABILITY: Rarely solitary, usually in pairs or family packs. May gather at large carcases or in larger hunting groups.

FOOD: Searches for food in a zig-zag course. Eats mainly carrion, often from lion kills, but can hunt and kill small and medium-sized mammals.

TOILET HABITS: Rarely enters water except to chase prey. Mutual licking. Urinates to mark territory. Does not cover droppings.

SLEEPING HABITS: Sleeps during the day in burrows, rock fissures, thickets or tall grass.

OTHER OBSERVATIONS:


Sheena the PYP Cat

IB PYP Whole Book Tasks

Task 1: Explain how well Sheena fits the IB Learner Profile.

Here is the list of Profile characteristics, set out so that you can add notes (including examples or quotations from the story). We have included references to pages on which you may find material to help you answer. Try to work without using those to begin with, however, and go back and add in other ideas (using the page references) later.

	How does Sheena show herself to be…
	Page References

	An Inquirer?  

	7, 10, 14
17
41
52
59
63-66

67
78
94

101

119

170

	Knowledgeable?


	2 
14
16-17
22
28

88
99
144
164

174

	A Thinker?

	26
32
39-40
57
67

69
95
97
133

178-179

	A Communicator?    

	51-54
59
66

68
79
80
100
145-147
150
153-154
160-164
166 
168
174
178-179

	Principled?    
	12

59

	Open-minded?    

	102 
113

173

185

	Caring? 

	40

74
91
132
188

	A Risk–taker? 

	37
82

119

149
177

	Balanced?
	There are no precise references; just think (and write) about the way Sheena’s different qualities complement each other, and sometimes work together. You may find it helpful to look back at whatever answer you gave in Whole Book Task No. 3

	
	She is aware, however, of the importance of balance in our lives. Think of some examples of how she shows that she is.

6

13

147

	Reflective?    

	22
76-77

113
189


Task 2: Remind yourself of the PYP’s six transdisciplinary themes. How, in the course of the story, has Sheena shown herself to be aware of some of those ideas?
Here is the list of themes, set out so that you can add your ideas (including examples or quotations from the story). We have included references to pages on which you may find material to help you answer. Try to work without using those to begin with, however, and go back and add in other ideas (using the page references) later.

	Themes
	Page References

	Who we are

	18

21
23
58

72
110

152
175

	Where we are in place and time


	4

22-23

77
90-91

95
143
189

	How we express ourselves
	52
86-87

92


	How the world works
	65
91

100

	How we organise ourselves


	64

68

80-81

83-84

89-91
101-102
118-119

129

	Sharing the planet
	58
92

100



